Antibiotic prophylaxis for patients undergoing breast surgery.
Some groups of patients undergoing clean surgery benefit from the provision of antibiotic prophylaxis against wound infection. Breast surgery may belong to this category because several substantial studies have reported that it is accompanied by an unacceptably high rate of wound infection. However, only two clinical trials have addressed this issue and both produced equivocal results. Resolution of this problem is important because, aside from the usual advantages obtained by preventing such complications, wound infection diminishes the proportion of patients with breast cancer who start adjuvant regimens within an optimum time after surgery.